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Nine goats were taken by ten tagholders in 2008, th e largest 
green scoring 51 6/8 Boone and Crockett points was taken by 
Shelby Adams of Madras, Oregon from the Hat Point a rea.  A total 
of 56 mountain goats have been taken by hunters sin ce the season 
reopened in 1997.  Eight of those goats have green scores of 50 
inches or more, which is the minimum for entry in t he Boone and 
Crockett record book. 
  
Mountain goats were native to Northeast Oregon and the cascades 
but apparently were extirpated soon after settlemen t.  Mountain 
goats were reintroduced to the Wallowa Mountains of  Oregon in 
1950.  They slowly increased from the original 5 an imals from 
Washington until the 1960’s, when limited seasons w ere 
authorized.  Over harvest reduced the herd to 20 an imals and 
apparently caused a “genetic bottleneck” because th e population 
remained small with poor survival of kids in spite of protection 
from hunting.  In the late 1980’s, the Wallowa Moun tain goat 
herd was supplemented with animals from Misty Fiord  National 
Monument, Alaska the Olympic National Park, Washing ton.  This 
activity resulted in the Wallowa Mountain and Elkho rn herds 
having improved kid survival and populations starte d to 
increase. 
 
Oregon’s Rocky Mountain goats now number over 800 a nimals in 10 
herds.  Mountain goat numbers have continued to inc rease and as 
recently as 2003 numbered 450 animals.  Trapping an d 
transplanting from the Elkhorn Mountains (in Northe ast Oregon) 
was started in 2000 when 16 animals were released n ear Hat Point 
on the rim of Hells Canyon.  This herd numbers abou t 80 animals 
and had 2 mountain goats taken by hunters in 2008.  
 



 
Shelby Adams, Madras, OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Hat Point Nanny with kids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hat Point kids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Young Hat Point goats. 


